BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
To assure his potential readers that, on the contrary, his
own book would be well worth its price, as well as worth
waiting for, he inserted an advertisement in the Gentleman's
Magazine soon after the publication of Sir John Hawkins's
biography:
The Publick are respectfully informed that Mr BoswelTs LIFE
of Dr Johnson is in great Forwardness. The Reason its having
been delayed is, that some other Publications on that Subject were
promised, from which he expected to obtain much Information,
in Addition to the large Store of Materials which he had already
accumulated. These Works have now made their Appearance;
and, though disappointed in that Expectation, he does not regret
the Deliberation with which he has proceeded, as very few Cir-
cumstances relative to the History of Dr. Johnson's private Life,
Writings, or Conversation, have been told with that authentic Pre-
cision which alone can render Biography valuable.
The advertisement went on to hint that one of the publica-
tions for which he had been waiting was characterized by
'carelessness and pique', the other ^ponderous' work by
'solemn inaccuracy and dark uncharitable conjecture*. Bos-
welPs own pique was understandable : in Mrs Piozzi's work
he himself was accused of inaccuracy in a statement in his
Tour of the Hebrides; in Sir John Hawkins's book he was
virtually ignored, being referred to but once as a 'native of
Scotland' who had long solicited Johnson 'to accompany him
in a journey to the Hebrides'.
BoswelFs jealousy of Mrs Piozzi had long been known.
For, ever since 1765 Johnson had been, as she claimed her-
self, her constant Visitor, Companion and Friend', At the
time of her first meeting with Johnson she was Mrs Henry
Thrale, wife of a prosperous brewer, an attractive, sprightly,
rather plump, very short young woman who delighted in
entertaining guests to dinner at her pleasant country house
at Streatham. Here Johnson became not just a regular dinner
guest, but for long periods a resident for whom the kindness
and comforts, the reassuring and continuing companionship
of the Thrale family became the mainstay of his life. The
friendship between him and Mrs Thrale developed, indeed,
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